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Lakey’s confident for Ruby’s return

By MARK OBERHARDT

TRAINER Len Treloar has 
stunned the Queensland racing 
industry by closing his stables 
on Wednesday, citing finances 
as the prime reason.

Treloar’s decision came as 
a shock to many because he is 
currently seventh on the Bris-
bane trainers’ premiership.

He has trained 40 winners 
this season and about 200 in all 
since he moved to the Sunshine 
Coast three years ago.

Treloar said training in 
Queensland was simply not fi-
nancially viable for him.

“My stables are closed as of 
Wednesday and that is it,” Tre-
loar said.

“I have been thinking about it 
for three to four months but the 
ultimate decision was made in 
the last 48 hours.”

He said his accountants had 
advised him to close his stables 
at the end of the financial year 
and not drag matters out.

“The costs here for rental, 
staff, superannuation, race day 
fees and the like are too high 
to be compensated by the prize 
money level,” Treloar said.

“I know they have announced 
the industry will be getting 
more prize money because of 
the wagering deal but I don’t 
think it will flow through for at 
least another 12 months.”

Treloar said stable rentals 
were a prime example of the 
difficulties trainers faced in 
Queensland compared to some 
other areas.

“I rent 32 boxes at Caloundra 
which roughly costs me $10,000 
a month. I had 40 boxes in Sin-
gapore and that cost me $80, yes 
$80, a month. 

“I am about $120,000 behind a 
year before I even get started by 
training here. The return here 
just isn’t up to correcting that 
difference.”

Treloar said another problem 
was that many Queenslanders 
who could afford to race horses 
had them with trainers in Syd-
ney and Melbourne.

“You can’t blame them. If they 
have a good horse you want to get 
the maximum return,” he said.

Treloar said he would con-
tinue to be associated with 
racing and would stay on the 
Sunshine Coast until the end 
of the year.

“I am 60 years old this year 
and there has to be more in life 
than work,” he said.

Treloar hopes to act as a con-
sultant either in Singapore or 
Australia in the coming years.

Treloar’s 
stables 
closed

Seeking a revival

Begg has Bennetta primed for a winning return
By SHAYNE O’CASS

TRAINER Grahame Begg 
is desperate for a change 
of luck with high class 
mare Bennetta when she 
goes around in tomorrow’s 
Listed $100,000 ATC Civic 
Stakes (1350m) at Rosehill 
Gardens.

The daughter of General 
Nediym has so far managed 
to win only three of her 16 
starts but has frequently had 
excuses.

That was again the case 
at her most recent outing 
when she finished fourth, 
beaten less than 2-lens, in 
the Group 3 BRC W.J. Heal-
ey Stakes (1200m) at Eagle 
Farm.

“Obviously looking at the 
tempo last time they went 
out very quickly and she 
probably got a bit too far 
out of her ground but made 
up good ground to the line,” 
Begg said.

Bennetta’s fate is so often 
dictated by the pace of her 
races given that she is usu-
ally closer to last than first, 
something Begg is keen to 
address this weekend.

“She doesn’t have to back 
where she was the other 
day,” he says, “I think (Tom-
my Berry) sort of over did it 
a little bit in the early stages 
but I think the tempo (tomor-
row) will probably suit her 
better.”

Begg feels the 1350m is an 

ideal distance for Bennetta 
who will carry just a half ki-
logram over the limit.

“She won the Group 2 
Light Fingers and has run 
in some good grade races 
and with 54.5 kilos on her 
back, she’s not too badly 
treated.”

Bennetta has a serious ri-
val for ‘best weighted horse’ 
in his weekend’s Sydney fea-
ture with the Warwick Farm 
trained Taxmeifyoucan a 
half-kilo lighter still.

The Greg Hickman trained 
gelding has raced well at the 
venue in the past, notably 
his luckless fourth in the 
Group 2 ATC Theo Marks 
Stakes (1400m).

“This is a nice race for 

him, it looks a winnable 
sort of race,” Hickman told 
Sportsman. “He likes Rose-
hill, it suits him, it’s an on 
pace sort of track.”

A mere $16,000 yearling 
purchase, Taxmeifyoucan 
has earned over half a mil-
lion dollars for connec-
tions, some of which came 
courtesy of is last start sec-
ond behind form gelding 
Scream Machine at Rose-
hill on June 14.

“Scream Machine has 
come and won again since — 
they weren’t superstars, not 
you’re A-graders, but there’s 
always been pretty good 
form around Taxmeifyou-
can,” Hickman commented.

“He’s coming along very, 

very well and I am happy 
with him.”

Both Bennetta and Tax-
meifyoucan will need to 
overcome the numerical su-
premacy of the Chris Waller 
stable who dominate the Civ-
ic with six horses accepted.

Chief among them is the 
mare Hidden Kisses who 
handed in an eye-catching 
first-up fourth at Randwick 
last month.

The former Queenslander 
boasts a compelling second-
up record and demonstrated 
her class with a win in the 
Group 3 ATC Toy Show Qual-
ity (1300m) where she ac-
counted for her more accom-
plished stablemate Royal 
Descent.

Trainer Grahame Begg believes 
the tempo and distance will be in 

Bennetta’s favour tomorrow

RARE Ruby, one of Queensland’s 
most promising mares, makes a 
much anticipated return to rac-
ing tomorrow in the BRC Robert 
Bax and Associates Plate (1200m) 
at Eagle Farm.

Trained at Deagon by Mick 
Lakey, Rare Ruby has won four 
of her six career starts, three of 
those victories coming with mar-
gins of two or more lengths.

Rare Ruby was a dual nomi-
nation for tomorrow’s Brisbane 
meeting with her name included 
in the co-feature Listed Ascot 
Handicap (1200m).

“We were toying with the idea 
but I just thought she was pretty 
poorly weighted jumping up in 
class. You never know what’s in 
them until you nominate so I just 
had a look at it,” Lakey said.

The trainer subsequently opted 
for the easier of the two races but 
was unfortunately dealt some-
thing of a blow when Rare Ruby 
came up with barrier 14.

“Obviously no one wants to 
draw the outside barrier but she 
is filly that sits off them and runs 
home anyway. We’ll get Beau 
(Appo) to ride her quietly with no 

weight and get cover and see if 
she can let go in the straight with 
the 51kg,” Lakey said.

Rare Ruby is a daughter of for-
mer Darley shuttle sire, Elusive 
Quality, who left Golden Slipper 
winner Sepoy as well as the 2004 
Kentucky Derby and Preakness 
Stakes winner Funny Cide in the 
USA.

On top of that, Rare Ruby is a 
sibling to the 2007 Champion Aus-
tralian 2YO Meurice and is out of 
a Danehill half-sister to Group 1 
winners Rubiton and Euclase.

Rare Ruby was bred and is 
owned by prominent industry 
figure John Hutchins in conjunc-
tion with his family.

Hutchins has raced numerous 
quality horses, none better than 
2009/10 Australian Horse of the 
Year, Typhoon Tracy.

Lakey for one, has no doubt 
Rare Ruby would measure up 
to better races when the time 
comes.

“I do,” Lakey said without hesi-
tation. “She’s had a fair break 
from racing, we had her back 
for the carnival but she pulled 
a muscle in her hindquarter so 
she had to go back out so with the 
extra long spell I’d say she is go-
ing to benefit from this (race) but 
she’s shown us that she has got a 
lot of natural ability.”

Promising Queensland mare Rare Ruby returns to racing at 
Eagle Farm tomorrow

$5,237 First 4
The Whip  snares a BIG First4 again!

ALMA’S FURY deserved his win in the Eye Liner. There 

was no fuke about it & we could see further advancement today. 

Jim Byrne has really made this carnival his own & is riding with 

exceptional confdence.’  SMS sent ‘Bet 26 Units (pays $4.6) 

& Bank/Standout in a First 4 with 7,5,10,2,6,9,8,13,4 

Add 11 to 3rd & 4th lines’ Using Flexi-Fraction Betting the 

First4 of 1,13,7,8 returned $5,237. A relatively small bet of 

$64.80 & you would have owned 10% of the First4 & a dividend 

of $523.70

SECESSIO has been holding form well until tested @ 

3200m in Heavy8. Found the trip too far & track conditions 

against him. Tye Angland has the mount for Waller stable. 

Should fnd conditions & dist more in his favour.’ SMS sent ‘Bet 

20 Units (pays $7.10) The Whip’s not about BIG MONEY 

bets. It’s about SMARTER bets

 Download a copy of our ‘Notes’ for 

last 2 Saturdays ‘FREE’ on website

Join the 3 months & we’ll take you through the  

Melbourne Cup Carnival
Can you afford NOT to be a member? 

OFFER closes next week

Ring Garry Williams today 07 4058 0046

Visit us at www.thewhip.com.au


